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Rehabilitating architecture involves delving into the
past in order to rewrite history and give it new life.
To restore, to preserve, fo repair, to reconstruct, to
intervene... this ambiguous family of terms refers to
the same controversial practice that seeks to refur-
bish old spaces in order to give them a new use,
whilst safeguarding their historical character and
holding back excessive expressions of genius and
personality by the designer. It is a difficult balance
involving many conflicts over historical research and
technical solutions, in which the architect often
comes out as the loser. The harshest critics tend to
pick out unequivocally new gestures, the more per-
sonal marks of identity, the elements that the pro-
fessional has distributed throughout the work in
order to highlight the dialogue between the fresh-
ness of the new languoge and the majestic charac-
ter of the venerable building. And though it is true
that there are cases of monuments of the past that
have been ruined by an unfortunate medern action,
it is also true that restored buildings possess a per-
manent, provocative and fresh present time that
contrasts with the dusty image that their detractors
have of them. Because —with some magnificent

exceptions— architecture preserved in a glass jar as

a museum piece reconstructed stone by stone, fends
to be sterile architecture, and even sometimes false
papier-méché architecture. When all is said and
done, architecture is the paradigm of useful art, and
as such it is forced to be continually rejuvenated in
order to shelter the users that over the years inhabit
it, sleep, eat and work in it, or simply walk through
it. The life of a building is rewritten periodically, until
one day its doors are closed and it remains dormant,
awaiting demolition or rehabilitation. The projects
that are presented here cover a wide range of situa-
tions that range from the restoration of an old con-
vent to house o modern hotel (the Pousada dos
Loios, in Portugal, by José Paulo dos Santos) to the
adaptation of @ Gothic church for such an unlikely
use as a sports centre (the St Maximin Sportliche

6
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Rehabilitar lo arquitectura es hurgor en el alma del
pasade peia reascribit la historia & insufiarle ung vida
nueya. Ré.s*cm."f"r Conseryarn, reparar, rerr..-*.f'.f:_;.*n.,'.f.'_,. Tl=le=a
nir... esto ombigua fomilia de @rminos hocen referencio
@ un mismo v palémico ejereicio, que busca acendicianar
los antiguos espacios para darles un nveve uso, salvor
quadando su condicién histérica vy confenienda; en la
medida de lo posible, probables excesos de genialidad
vaufeafirmacion por parte del proyectista,

e hata de un equilibrio dificil, en ef que entran en con-
froversio diversos factores e fipo tecnico y documental v
en el que muchas veces el arquitecto sale mal parado. |’
crificos mds mordaces suelen aguntar hocia los gestos in
quivecaniente nuevos, & los signos de indenfidad md
persenales, hocid C‘(IUCH’L’M elementos que el .wmﬁﬂsmma.
|L|U f&-fmrmc, ol .'J obra con dnimo de hacet Ou.'oru.'o el
didlogo entre la frescura del nuevo leaguaje v la majes-
luasidad del venerable edificlo,

Y si bien es clero que existen casos de menumentos del
wasade oruingdas por Una lorpe Bcluacion modsin,
lambién es verdad que los edificios restouradas poseen
una actialidad permanenie, provocadora, fresca que
conlasta con la imagen vetista ¢ue sus r“f—‘-ir clores pose-
en de ella. Porgue fr arquitectira conser vada en formol,
como.unp piezg de museo reconshuida piedro a pledra
para ser conlemploda, suele ser —salvo espléndidas
excepciones— arquitetiva asténl e fn_ch 3o o

veces,
feitlser oiquitectura de cartdnpiedrn. Al fin v ol eaby; se
trata del paradigmi de orfe i, y coma fal, esia obligo
do.a rejuvenecerse confinuamenie para abrigar &l frasie
90 Ul’." wsuarios JU#" a ||l_‘ 'G'.'UU he lexs anes l\_. ||Ub"'ufi
duermen, se alimenian, frobajan o, simplemenie caminan
por sus inferiores.  la vida de un edificio se reescribe
periddicaments, hasta que un dia se cieran sus puerlas y
quede dermide a la espera de su wing © de lg rehabilk
acion.

los proyecios gue aaul se plesenic
abanico de situacione

i c,'ubr'(or; un ‘amplic

&5 que se extiendan desds lo restau
racion de Un anfigue convento para Gcoger un metiemo
hotel [Pousada dos lolos, en Portugal, de josé Paulo dos
Santos| hasta la adecuacion de ung iglesia gdlica o un
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Zentrum in Germany by Alois Peitz). There are oper-
dgtions of special complexity, such as the intervention
by Guillermo Vézgquez Consuegra in the Charter-
house of Seville (Spain), that of Adrien Fainsilber in
the new town hall of La Fleche (France), the delicate
rehabilitation of the Metropol Theatre, by Josep
Llinas in Tarragona (Spain) or Josef Paul Kleihues's
transformation of the Hamburger Station in Berlin
(Germany) into a Contemporary Art Museum.
Smaller and subtler works, mainly of a domestic
character, are also included, such as the three hous-
es in ltaly that were created by the rehabilitation of
three Renaissance palazzos by Fausto Colombo,
Francesco Delogu & Gaoetano Lixi and Ottorino
Berselli & Cecilia Cassina; the Water Tower, by
Oswald Mathias Ungers; and the house of Enric
Miralles and Benedetta Tagliabue in Barcelona.
These architects have had to deal with very different
periods, covering medieval works, works of the XV,
XYl and XiX centuries and even works of the begin-
ning of this century (an Art Nouyeau theatre and a
house of the Modern Movement are included among
them).

Curiously, many of these works were created to
meet needs of an ecclesiastic type: though these
pages include many works of old palaces, villas and
castles, there are many conversions of monasteries,
churches, sacristies and convents. Their original spaces,
full of suggestions, now accept a new and undoub-
tedly more profane life.

7
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use tan dispar como es el de un polideportivo  (Alois
Peitz, St Maximin Sporiliche Zentrum en Alemania).

Se muesirdn operaciones de especial complejidad,
como la intervencién de Guillermo Vézquez Consuegra
en la Carivja de Sevilla [Espona), la de Adrien Fainsilber
en el nuevo ayuntamiento de la Fleche (Francia), la deli
cada rehabilitacion del Tealro Metropol, por Josep Llings
en larragona (Esparia) o la restauracion de Josef Paul
Kleihues de la estacién Hamburger de Berlin (Alemania)
para fransformarla en Museo de Arte Contemporénes. Y
se incluyen también, acivaciones mds pequerias y sutiles,
esencialmente de cardcter doméstico, como las tres vivien-
das en ltalia, fruto-de la rehabilitacién de tres palazzos
renacentistas, obra de Fausto Colombo; Francesco
Delogu & Geelane Lixi y Offorino Berselli & Cecilio
Cassing; lo Torre del Agua, de Oswald Mathias Ungers
o la vivienda en Barcelona de Enric Miralles y Benedefta
Tagliabue.

las épocas d las que tuvieron que enfrentarse estos
arquitectos son muy variadas y suponen un viaje en el
tiempo a fravés de construcciones medievales, obras de
los sigles XV y XVI, volimenes decimanénicos e, incluso;
edificies de comienzos de sigle (un teatro modermista v
una vivienda del movimienio moderno figuran entre ellos).

Curiosamerite se frata de obras que nacieron, muchas
de ellas, para dar cabido a necesidades de tipo ecle-
sigsfica: son  numerocsos los menasterios, :'_gfes:‘cs,
sacristias ' conventos que se ofrecen lransformados en
estas paginas, aungue también es abundante el nimereo
de acluaciones sobre antiguos palacios, villas y castillos,
donde sus originales espacios, cargades de sugerencias,
acogen ahora una vida nueva e indudablemente mds
profana o menos mundana.
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